
The Point Nov. 7, 2008
Issue No. 5

Fitchburg State College's student newspaper

Photo illustration by Rjck Audet

Underage students are urged to keep their

hands off the keg at parties, to avoid get-

ting themselves and their hosts in trouble.

Don't get busted
By Geoff Silver

One late Thursday night this semester, the

Fitchburg police were called to a common noise

complaint that occurred on Highland Avenue,

a party involving kegs and underage drinking.

Some of the hosts, FSC students, were arrested

for supplying alcohol to minors. That same

night, the police made a call to two other loca-

tions, Clinton Street and Highland Street. That

night there were 10 total arrests, according to

the Fitchburg Sentinel and Enterprise.

"They were charging a fee to come into the

party," Fitchburg Police Chief Robert DeMoura
told the Sentinel and Enterprise. "We're going

after these places that are selling alcohol to

minors."

The Fitchburg Police did not return the phone

calls made by the Point for comment. According

to one of the students at the Highland Avenue

apartment, the police were readily admitted

... for underage drinking
when they knocked on the door. "We let them

in and they saw everyone with red solo cups in

their hands," the student said. "They asked a few

people if they were of legal age, [to] which they

responded no."

Then, he said, the police kicked out the

guests and arrested the hosts.

Underage drinking and supplying alcohol to

minors are common problems, not just at Fitch-

burg State College but at many other colleges

and universities.

Zach Hoag, 19, a sophomore at FSC, said

that he thinks it would be almost impossible to

stop the supply of alcohol to minors. "If stu-

dents are underage and need to get alcohol, they

will find a way to get it," Hoag said.

"I know various people who either get it

from an older sibling or friend, have a fake ID

or even their parents buy it for them," Hoag
said. "I was once arrested for walking around

with a backpack full of beer, that they forced me
to take off and open up. The next day at court

there were at least five other students that were

all there for the same reason and the judge made
us all pay $50 cash and all the charges were

dropped."

Amber Mullin, 18, a freshman at FSC, said

all students should be responsible when they

drink; if not, they should pay the consequences

"I know it seems stupid, but it's the law and

we have to abide by it," Mullin said.

According to Massachusetts state law, sup-

plying alcohol to minors is punishable by up to

a $2,000 fine and up to one year in jail.

Airsoft players
aim to have fun
By John Ochiltree

In a dim and dreary room, a

man sits down in his favorite chair

to tell a story. Taking a sip from

his drink, he gets a glazed look

in his eyes and looks out the win-

dow. He speaks in a dry tone:

"It was a dark day. I could smell

the rain about to come, the clouds

looming overhead threatening to

clog the instrument I gripped with

my cold, calloused fingers.

"The enemy had us pinned

down in a gully, surrounded on all

sides by open ground; there was

to be no escape for us." The man
pauses for a second to collect his

breath and to have another sip of

his drink. "I shivered at the bot-

tom of the trench," he continued,

"pulling a spare magazine from

my ammo belt and thrusting it into

the magazine catch of my M-4. I

pushed the barrel over the top of

the hill slowly, pushing grains of

sand to tumble down towards the

enemy, falling like so many
Continued on Page 2

Kansas City Airsoft Club photo
Airsoft gives participants a chance to experience the strategy of
battle without the casualties.
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While it can befun to flip burgers at a campusfund-raiser, it's not what most students aspire to

spend their lives doing.

It pays to attend college
By Patrick Cuff

While writing papers and

cramming for college exams

might feel burdensome, the

burden is fleeting. Lacking a

college degree is a burden that

stays.

"I regret it most mornings,

when I roll out of bed at 4

a.m. and realize I have anoth-

er day of nine hours on my
feet around raw meat ahead

of me," said Mark Ouellette, a

deli employee who passed on

going to college out of high

school.

Upon graduating from Essex

Agricultural High School in

Danvers, Ouellette decided

he needed a break from the

"hassle" of essays and projects

assigned to him. He assumed

he'd end up going back to col-

"I've realized I

make less money

than some of

myfriends with

degrees. I scrape

by a lot ofweeks

trying to make

ends meet.

"

- Mark Ouellette

lege after a year or two break.

It didn't happen.

"You get caught up in life,"

he said. "You get a job. You
think you'll go back soon

enough. But then you get

caught up in bills and respon-

sibilities. Next thing you know,

a year's passed. A decade's

passed."

Skipping college can be

an expensive decision. The

U.S. Census Bureau reports

that college graduates can earn

upwards of $1 million more

over the lifetime of their career

than those with just a high-

school diploma.

It's a statistic that makes

Ouellette roll his eyes.

"When you're in high

school, all they tell you is how
important it is to graduate from

there. They never push you to

graduate from the next level,"

he said.

The next level is often asso- -,

ciated with a very real fear of

debt, however. According to

the College Board, the

Continued on Page 2
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Military officers elect to skip voting
By Megan Benevides

Nov. 4 was a big day for Americans.

Millions went out of their way to show

their patriotism and vote for our future

president. As citizens, we are told over

and over again that it is our duty to vote.

Yet some military officers - often con-

sidered to be among the most patriotic

men and women in our country - made

a decision to abstain from voting for the

presidential election.

This decision was based on "Army
professionalism," according to Thaddeus

Fox, a senior cadet at West Point Military

Academy, has explained to his students,

who will one day be future offices after

"Voting invests a person too heavily toward

one political party. As officers, you should

be above partisan politics.
"

graduating from the academy. He is one

of the many students there who took the

pledge to abstain from voting.

"Voting invests a person too heavily

toward one political party," Fox explained.

"As officers, you should be above partisan

politics. Our role is the defense of the Con-

stitution. We swear to protect this and it is

Thaddeus Fox

above the politics of elections."

So, to fufill their role of being unbiased

and defending the Constitution, officers

and future officers have made the decision

to give up the right to vote while they are

serving their country. Once done servings

the Army, Fox believes, it is completely

acceptable to vote.

Another reason for not voting involves

the president's role as commander-in-chief,

Fox said. "You have to support the presi-

dent regardless of who gets elected. If the

people of America thought that we did not

represent their ideals, then they would not

trust us with the important tasks, which

they currently have.

"By individually avoiding voting we
avoid making ourselves look like we are

not a partisan group as a whole."

No matter who wins an election, Fox

said, this voting theory proves that the

United States Army will proudly stand

behind whatever president American civil-

ians choose.
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Thefuture looks brighter, and the income potential is higher, for

students who put in the years it takes to get through college.

College education

puts students on top

Continued from Page 1

average private four-year col-

lege charges $23,712 per year in

tuition and fees, while the average

public four-year institution charg-

es in-state students $6,185.

"My parents weren't paying

a dime for me to go to school,"

Ouellette said. "My only option

was to take on the cost of it all

by myself. As a teenager, you're

not looking at $10-, $20-, $50-,

$100,000 worth of debt and think-

ing it's an attractive option."

In choosing to avoid that

option, Ouellette had to deal with

the repercussions.

"I've realized I make less

money than some of my friends

with degrees. I scrape by a lot of

weeks trying to make ends meet,"

he said. "I doubt it's going to get

"I'm looking into

going back to

college. It's not

too late, and it

can only help.

"

- Mark Ouellette

any easier unless I win the lot-

tery."

But the option to go back to

college is still open to people like

Ouellette, who passed it up the

first time around.

"I'm looking into going back to

college. It's not too late, and it can

only help," he said. "Plus, getting

paid more for waking up at 4 a.m.

for work would be worth it."

Take your best shot
Continued from Page 1

men I had commanded, name-

less pieces of life swept away
by a windless tide."

FSC student and airsoft

enthusiast Ryan Silve finishes

his drink, and a lone tear falls

down his face. A person can

become quite passionate about

a sport like airsoft.

Airsoft is a combat sport

where individuals akin to Silve

march onto the field of battle

with compressed-air guns and

fire small plastic pellets at each

other, experiencing warfare

without the possible drawback

of dying in combat. The weap-

ons used for the sport tend

to look shocking like actual

firearms; for this reason, there

is a legal mandate that airsoft

weapons always have an orange

tip at the end of the barrel to

differentiate airsoft guns from

the real thing.

Occasionally, you'll hear in

the news of a teenager tragi-

cally gun downed because

the police mistook an airsoft

weapon for a real one. Or like

recently in Bremerton, Wash.,

a 29-year-old man was arrested

and charged with second-degree

assault after he shot a mom and

child with an airsoft rifle. These

stories pop up all the time, and

airsoft enthusiasts like Silve

say, "It's irresponsible people

like that, that give the sport a

bad rep. It turns people off from

trying something that could be

potentially fun."

Airsoft beginner Alex

Steady hands and a sharp eye

airsoft.

Koobs calls the sport a "sur-

prisingly fun experience" and

feels that "people shouldn't

knock it till they try it."

"It provides a good workout,"

Koobs says. "It's a sport that

can be just as enjoyable as bas-

ketball or football."

Many people are still con-

fused by the attraction to the

sport. Cara Iadonisi, a friend of

several airsoft players, had this

to say of it: "It can hurt people.

Why do it?" .

Photo by Eduardo J.

are advantages when playing

Is it the realistic weapons that

draw people to airsoft? Is it a

reflection of a society obsessed

with war and violence? Is it

just an advanced version of lit-

tle boys, now grown-up men,

still wanting to play soldiers in

backyards of yesteryear?

The answer still remains

elusive to those who seek it,

and we may never know why

people are drawn to the power

of an airsoft battle.

Campus builds up expectations
continue construction through

the winter," says Bry. The

104-occupant building should

be open by the time the stu-

dents return to campus next fall.

Construction on North Street

is nearing an end. The recent

paving was the third of three

phases of the project, which

has been going on for 10 years.

"North Street is unique," says

Bry. "Mass. Highway, the City

of Fitchburg, the State of Mas-

sachusetts, and the Massachu-

setts State College Building

Authority all have important

contributions to the project."

By Matthew Tomasetti
It's been called the "per-

fect storm" of construction: the

work on North Street, the new
Campus Police station, and the

new Mara dormitory, all going

on together.

"This is a unique time for

Fitchburg State College," says

Assistant Vice President of

Administrative Services Jay

D. Bry. "When President Anto-

nucci stepped into office, he

decided to not only upgrade the

academic programs; he decided

to upgrade the facilities accom-

modating the academics."

Admissions were slated to

move into their new offices by

the end of October, as were the

communications media faculty

in the Conlon building.

What's happening with the

former Newman Center on

Highland Avenue.? "The old

church is being converted into

an alumni development and

conference center," says Bry.

The construction of the new

Mara dormitory is on sched-

ule. "The steel is still going

up and we are planning on

having the whole building win-

terized by January so we can
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Band gets

set to go

Underground
By Greg Gingold

In Fitchburg, Massachusetts, they were

strangers. In Verona, Italy, they became

friends. Upon their return to Fitchburg,

they were a band.

Matthew Jatkola, Benjamin Mettey and

Kiel Szivos started their dance pop/rock

group, the Bynars, in January 2008.

"I think we sound like Weezer with a

synthesizer," says Kiel Szivos, the bass

player in the Bynars and a senior at Fitch-

burg State College.

"We kind of just play when we can,

wherever we can. Our first show was in

our friend's basement, and we've played

there a few times more now," Szivos says.

The Bynars are set to play a concert

in FSC's Underground Pub on Nov. 18 at

12:30 p.m.

Recalling how the band came together,

Szivos said it was in the summer of 2007,

when he and Mettey went on FSC's Verona

exchange program and were paired as

roommates.

As they became friends, they realized

that they were both into the same kind of

music.

Together with a drummer who is now
not part of their band, they came up with

their name through a love of science fic-

tion.

"We were all fans of 'Star Trek,'" says

Szivos. In "Star -Trek: The Next Genera-

tion," the Bynars are a race of people from

the planet Bynaus who are star-based com-

puter experts and talk in binary code.

Don 't befooled by the hats; when it comes to dance pop/rock music, the Bynars are

no dunces.

Kiel describes the Bynars' music as

upbeat, catchy songs that get stuck in your

head, so you want to listen to them again.

"Each of us writes our own part of the

music," Szivos says.

"I write the music for the bass, Matt

Jakola writes most of the lyrics to the

songs."

Along with the previously mentioned

three band members, the newest addi-

tions to the Bynars are Anne Emerson and

Michael Champ.

What is especially interesting about this

band is the diverse life plans of the mem-
bers.

"Ben Mettey is in grad school to become

a librarian," Szivos says. "Matt Jatkola

works at an art center in Watertown, Mike

Champ works at BU in the admissions

department ... Anne Emerson is attending

law school ... and I'm going to school for

photography."

Further information about the Bynars

is available on their MySpace page, http://

www.myspace.com/thebynars.

Professors in perpetual motion
By Heather Lyons

When these professors say they've got

to run, you'd better believe it.

Gerald Higdon and Christine Cosgrove,

both faculty members in the FSC math

department, are also charter members of

the Fossil Falcon Running Club.

This husband-and-wife duo picked up

running as a hobby many years ago, and

now it's a regular part of their daily life.

"I have two inspirations. No. 1 is my
wife; No. 2 is a close friend, adviser, and

mentor [who] has run 50 marathons," Hig-

don said.

Higdon said he began running regularly

in 1985; it has become such an obsession

that he now tops off at 2,000 miles per

year. In 2005, he successfully finished the

Boston Marathon.

Cosgrove commenced her running career

10 years before Higdon did, and for a very

specific reason.

"I wanted to quit smoking," Cosgrove

explained. "I had a heavy smoking habit

which creamed me of all energy. I was

determined to stop."

Now, she said, she runs about 1,000

miles per year.

It was from 1988 to 1998 that the Fos-

sil Falcon Running Club, comprised of

Fitchburg State College faculty, would train

together for races.

"There was a whole collection of us in

that 10-year span," Higdon said.

"We would do track work in preparation.

It was in the late '90s that some people

retired. Some of us still run together,

though."
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Crowds come out to cheerfor the runners, includingfemale winner Sara Dupre-
Healy, at Slattery's annual Turkey Trot in Fitchburg.

These running professors work more as

a team than competitors.

In 2006, Higdon and Professor David

Antaya ran the Slattery's Turkey Trot

together.

"We ran it side by side; we promised

we'd finish together. We violated the

code."

Cosgrove commented on the runners'

bonds: "We raised our kids on the run. We
have this locker room sanctity; we call it 'in

the woods'."

Higdon agrees, "We do know each oth-

er's lives, children, parents."

Cosgrove and Higdon said they don't

make any major dietary or sleep adjust-

ments when training for a race.

"There are certain foods that are tough,

though," Cosgrove said.

"After 30 years ofrunning, it does enable

you to eat more freely." Cosgrove said she

habitually eats throughout the day.

The Fossil Falcons have made running

a part of their schedule, arranging their

classes accordingly, typically leaving noon

open for running.

Their advice to would-be runners: "If

it's part of your life, it happens."

Tutors lead

from distress

to success

By David Rodriguez
There you are in your room the

night before that big exam, think-

ing, "How am I going to study all

this material in one night?"

Don't fret. If there's a will there's

a way, and that way is picking up

new study habits and techniques.

Some students have their own way
of studying; for the ones who do

not, the tutor center can help.

"When I have to study for an

exam I do so at my job, because I

work third shift so it's always quiet

and peaceful," says student Matt

Raymond. "But if I study and there

are people around, I just concentrate

right away so I can lock myself into

the material so I don't lose focus."

Some students, on the other hand,

need music to help them focus in

on what they're doing. Amanda
Aubin says, "I pretty much lock

myself in a corner in my room or a

quiet place in general, usually the

library, put on my headphones and

block everything out."

Whether you're having a prob-

lem with a course, or just worried

about an upcoming test, there is

help available right on campus.

"It's just a matter of you going to

get that help," says Tom Rousseau,

assistant dean of academic support

services. The tutor center, located

on the third floor of the Ham-
mond Building, serves as a very

well organized and professionally

run resource for students who are

not only having a hard time with

courses but are also struggling with

studying.

While Rousseau does work with

students, the tutor center offers

mostly peer-to-peer sessions.

"The students who serve as

tutors must undergo tutor training

seminars, which are taken on two

Saturdays at the beginning of the

semester," Rousseau says. "Also,

students who wish to tutor must

maintain a 3.0 overall GPA and a

3.3 in the subject they wish to tutor

in."

He added, "All the tutors are

trained in effective study and learn-

ing skills."

The tutor center itself has been

quite successful in the last year or

so, with numerous students mak-
ing the trip up to Hammond's third

floor. "Last year we served 800 stu-

dents with 19 different majors, in 75

different subjects," says Rousseau.

"And its not just freshmen we
have coming up here; all grade lev-

els take advantage of the services."

What advice would Rousseau

offer to students?

First, he says, the key is "not pro-

crastinating, but instead reviewing

your material often, and formulat-

ing questions about your readings.

"

Then, he says, "Restate things ii

your own words to further under-

stand what you are studying."

Finally, "Try and predict what your

test questions may be as you are

reviewing."

Dr. Elizabeth Gordon, an instruc-

tor in the geophysical sciences

department, adds that professors can

also help. "I think doing activities

which relate to the material you're

covering is very useful because it is

a helpful way of finding out exactly

what the students are struggling

with most." For futher information

about the tutor center, contact Tom
Rousseau at 978-665-4136.
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URSES
life works here

Up here, the commute is

great parking is free and

the careers are some of

the best in the country, if

you need more out ofyour

career, ifyou need wide

open spaces and the great

outdoors, Dartmouth-

Hitchcock Medical Center

and northern New England

can fill that void.

www.dhmc.org

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

Lebanon, New Hampshire

We have leading-edge Nursing career

opportunities that offer all of the following:

• Nurse Residency Program that includes

classroom, laboratory, human patient

simulation and clinical time on one's unit.

• 12 weeks orientation

• State-of-the-art interdisciplinary

Patient Safety Training Center

• An assigned preceptor

Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center is

located in the picturesque Upper Valley

area on the border of New Hampshire and

Vermont. Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical

Center features a modern, 400-bed Level 1

Trauma Center; the Children's Hospital at

Dartmouth, research and clinical facilities

for Dartmouth Medical School and the NCI

designated Norris Cotton Cancer Center.

Contact us to make that

next step in your career.

wwwJifeworkshere.org

We are an equal opportunity employer.
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Theater troupe finds a new home
By Bria Sullivan

They are no longer homeless.

The New Players Theatre Guild is mov-

ing back into town. They've been a theater

company without a home for 1 5 years, and

now they've found themselves a permanent

place to call their own at 15 Rollstone St.

in Fitchburg.

The group of roughly 90 active and non-

active members is settling in at the former

Pilgrim Congregational Church, which had

been previously used by ARC Community

Services. It will now be the official rehears-

al and performance space for the ambitious

thespians.

"We'd been on the lookout for a place for

quite a while," said Bob Healy, co-founder

and current president of the troupe.

The church was first up for sale two

years ago, Healy explained. "But then a

year later we noticed it was still for sale

and they had dropped the price down quite

a bit, and this time we were able to pay

for it outright and afford to pay for the air

exchange and alarm systems this time."

The church was purchased for the price

of $95,000.

Healy said the group is excited to finally

have a space to call home to their ambitious

productions.

"It'll make a nice theater. [It has] about

180 seats, a choir box which we will con-

vert to a lighting and sound booth, and

downstairs there's a nice rehearsal space.

Staff photo by Bria Sullivan

Bob Healy ofNew Players Theater Guild unlocks the door to the troupe's new home
on Main Street in Fitchburg.

kitchen, spaces for dressing rooms and

greeting rooms, and it's handicapped acces-

sible."

Healy said he hopes that the theater will

be up and running by spring so that they

can perform their annual Cabaret Night in

their very own space.

That night will mark a major milestone

on a road that began more than 30 years

ago. Healy explained that the group was

founded back in 1975 in response to a

series of rave reviews for their production

of the musical "1776."

"Leominster was celebrating its bicen-

tennial and we wanted to participate in the

events," Healy said. "So we put together a

group of people to perform that play and it

got such a great response that the Fitchburg

Exchange Club contacted us and wanted

us to do it again in Fitchburg, at Memo-
rial Middle School. So we decided that

we might as well start a group and make it

official. So that's what we did."

Since then, NPTG has produced over 50

famous musicals and small plays backed

by a live pit band with singers and actors

on stage.

Years ago, the NPTG rehearsed in the

old registry building on Water Street and

performed their shows at Memorial Middle

School. But about 12 years ago the build-

ing was shut down and sold, and Memorial

Middle School needed their space back, so

NPTG had to rent spaces and pay dues just

to rehearse or hold a venue.

"It got to be very costly by the time we
finished paying for the rental and custodian

fees and everything else," Healy said. "We
weren't making any money off of it and

we tried holding shows at the building we
owned on Water Street and then we ran into

some code problems and it was going to be

too expensive to bring it up to code, so we
sold it."

NPTG has been doing some shows at

Leominster Methodist Church and Fitch-

burg High School, but the group has mostly

"been dancing around at different places

for a number of years," Healy said, so the

purchase of the new place is much antici-

pated.

Film focuses
on prom safety
By Patrick Cuff

The prom: corsages, dancing,

cuisine, drunk driving.

Many students feel that the

high-school celebration needs to

end with a real bang. Unfortu-

nately, that bang might come with

some pretty devastating conse-

quences.

One FSC student has worked

to fight potential prom-night trag-

edies with his video camera.

"I made a film centered around

drunk driving and the prom, " says

Ben Proulx, a junior at Fitchburg

State College.

"Operation Safe Prom: In Your

Hands" caught the attention of

Mothers Against Drunk Driving

and Community Alliance for Teen

Safety, both of which expressed

an interest in showing Proulx's

video.

Like most directors want-

ing to tinker with their finished

project, Proulx has gone back to

the drawing board. "We're re-

doing the film: bigger, better, and

more refined," Proulx said. "We
have a helicopter, ambulances,

local police and fire departments

involved - and I even have free

tuxes donated so we can use

[them] in a prom scene. None of

these were in the first film."

Proulx traced the genesis of

that first film all the way back to

his television-production classes

at Nashua High School South,

where he said he made short, basic

movies without much aim. But

this time, Proulx decided to turn

a serious comer and make a film

that would convey a message, and

even possibly save lives.

"Me and my friends used to

make 'Jackass'-type shorts," he

said, referring to MTV's hidden-

camera comedy show.

"Once one of us pretended

we were blind and went up to

strangers asking for help to cross

the street. You'd get some pretty

funny reactions from people."

Those teen years of amateur

film-making led to the high school

television production class, which

has led to a career as an indepen-

dent film contractor. In this career,

Proulx has felt the frustrations that

come with trying to start out in a

new field.

"You have to be patient to get

things to come together," he said.

"There are always a lot of moving

parts when making a film, and not

everything goes to plan."

For Proulx, the plan is to even-

tually work his way to Holly-

wood. By developing contacts

with locals in the film business,

as well as some in Hollywood,

Proulx hopes to get his foot in

the door. Indie films can always

be made in his own spare time,

he says.

"The goal is to aim high," he

said. "Aim high and ultimately

direct and write. But to get there

will take some time, money, and

patience. And a remake of the

prom video."

Josh Brolin plays the American president in thefilm "W."

W. succeeds as character study
*** (Out ofTour Stars)

By Greg Gingold
The trailer makes it look like

a comedy. The director has a

history of making serious biopic

dramas.

The film tries to be both, and

the audience just feels uneasy

and a little confused . . . but then

again, thinking of George W.

Bush and how he makes the

public feel, maybe "W." did get

a pretty good point across. From

"Nixon" and "JFK" director Oli-

ver Stone comes "W," a film

that doesn't attempt to cover

Bush's whole life, but instead

tries to answer the question that

was posed in the trailer: "What

drove George W. Bush to go

from here (party animal), to here

(The White House)?"

The film is split in two sec-

tions. One half begins when

our president is in college and

follows him to his decision to

run for the presidency. The other

takes place around the time when

the Bush administration is cal-

culating how to proceed with the

war in Iraq. The film frequently

cuts between the two halves,

showing Bush in the midst ofthe

biggest decision of his life, and

also how a man like him could

get to a position where he gets

to make that decision.

Thandie Newton and Jeffrey

Wright struggle through the movie

as they desperately try to master the

accents of Condoleezza Rice, and

Colin Powell. On the other hand, Josh

Brolin and Richard Dreyfuss seem as

though they might have never played

anolher character. Even though only

Dreyfuss manages a near identi-

cal transformation into his character,

they both alter their personalities to

the point where you stop feeling like

you're watching actors.

Through and through, "W." is

George W. Bush.

The film tries to get you to

understand why he did what

he did. Through his drinking,

his stubbornness, his love for

baseball, and his rebelliousness

toward his father, George W.

Bush really becomes a character

in this movie, rather than one

based on a real person.

When you think about it,

George W. Bush has been just

as much of a joke in the media

as Britney Spears. This movie

may not get you to like him, but

it gets you to understand him.

And he seems to be awfully

lonely and misguided.
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Laptops may be too entertaining
By Courtney Gustafson

It's 8 o'clock on a Monday morning.

A professor is lecturing and the students

with laptops open are paying rapt attention,

looking surprisingly alert.

What is it that's attracting so much of

the students' focus? Is it the lecture, or is it

the images on their computer screens?

Although Fitchburg State students are

required to purchase a laptop upon entrance

into the school, a growing number of pro-

fessors are asking students to leave the

computers out of sight during class.

"Time to put laptops and cell phones

away," said Dr. Hildy Schilling at the start

of her general psychology class. "We don't

need distractions today."

While laptops are intended to be used as

aides for accessing and studying classroom

materials, many students choose to use

them for entertainment purposes during

class.

Sophomore Paul Clougher said that a

vast majority of students using laptops

during class are checking emails, watching

videos, or using social networking sites

such as Facebook.

"Kids are always on Facebook and You-

Laptops are useful as learning tools, but they can be distracting.

Tube," said Clougher. "I never see anyone

actually doing something productive on a

laptop during class."

Freshman Jordan Deloge rarely uses his

laptop during class, but says that it's still a

useful tool for completing schoolwork.

Deloge said, "I can check Blackboard

for assignments, do research online, and

type papers from anywhere on campus."

Many students echoed Clougher and

Deloge's statements.

"It's distracting when the kid in front

of you is on YouTube during class," said

freshman Jeremy Machado, "but otherwise

it's a good way to keep track of everything

and have access to anything you need."

Most professors hold opinions similar

to that of Machado. Philosophy profes-

sor Nikolaus Tressler said in one sylla-

bus, "...computers are secretly plotting to

destroy your life," but he continues to uti-

lize Blackboard to give online assessments

to his students.

According to Clougher, it is up to the

student to decide whether they will let

their laptop help or hinder their classroom

success.

"Kids can decide whether they want

to pay attention to a lecture and use their

computer to do their homework, or whether

they're going to fool around on Facebook

during class and fail the next exam," said

Clougher. "Ultimately, the problem comes

from the student, not from the technol-

ogy"

Notjustfor music, the iPod touch can surfthe internet andplay games.

New iPod touch keeps
students connected
By Stephanie Lucci

In your car, at work, on the subway,

at school, in Starbucks or at a friend's

house - today the internet is available

almost everywhere you can think of
thanks to the growing popularity of

wireless mobile devices.

In recent years, products such as the

iPhone have been changing the way in

which people use the internet. Instead

of sitting at a desk in front of a com-
puter screen, people are now accessing

the internet from, well, everywhere.

But in order to access the internet

from an iPhone, consumers need to

purchase a new two year AT&T rate

plan, with plans starting at $69.99 per

month.

With this said, wouldn't it be nice to

have all the conveniences of a handheld
wireless device without that huge price

tag?

The new iPod touch is not a phone;

however for one payment of $229.00,

it offers most of the same features as

the iPhone.

Joshua Smith, who owns an iPod

touch, says, "The iPod touch is really

fun. You can download tons of free

games, like blackjack and pool. And I

use it like a laptop when I'm at home.
Instead of sitting in front of my desk-

top, I can grab my iPod touch, sit on my
couch, and check my mail or browse
sites."

What's better is that the iPod touch

lets you access the internet at no month-
ly cost. It simply lets you connect to the

internet through their Safari browser

wherever it can access a wireless net-

work.

This product also features wireless

access to the iTunes store, external vol-

ume control and speakers, music, vid-

eos, photos, YouTube, calendar, con-

tacts, calculator, clock, settings, mail,

maps, stocks, notes and weather.

Smith adds that he does have a hard

time connecting to the internet where
there is no open WiFi. Because most
people lock their internet access, it is

difficult to connect everywhere you
go-

Volunteers go global

By Scott MacDonald
"This is a sexual-awareness party,"

said Martha Favre, director of student

health services at Fitchburg State Col-

lege.

She was explaining the motivation

behind the name "Dress It Up," the

fund-raiser dance party that took place

recently in the Underground Pub. The

event was held to raise money for the

first international volunteer program

offered by Fitchburg State College,

which is raising funds for the trip with-

out the help of the college itself.

The students will go to Honduras

this Jan. 7 to 14. Out of the 43 appli-

cants, only five FSC students were

chosen to go to the Rose of Lima

Mission, a boarding school for girls in

Honduras, where the students will help

with the local community, which has a

community farm and clinic.

The five students - Savannah Peter-

son, Genna Sandler, Sam Hall, Sarah

Durfee, and Emma Troche - were cho-

sen to participate in the program, a col-

laboration with health services.

The party was planned, Favre said,

after she met with Jamaal Copeland. "I

was talking to him about the fact that

health services wasn't part of orienta-

"I wanted to get

word out regarding

the services the

clinic offers.

"

Martha Favre

tion this year. I wanted to get word out

regarding the services the clinic offers,

from HIV testing to gynecological test-

ing to just caring for students when
they're ill," she said.

Copeland conceived of the plan to

use a dance party to help raise money
for the trip; he said he saw it as a "per-

sonal obligation to take the initiative to

throw a party that supports their com-

mitment to sexual awareness."

The next fund-raiser for the Alter-

native Winter Break is planned for

7 p.m. on Nov. 13 in Percival Audi-

torium - a concert by Beatle Tracks,

a Massachusetts-based Beatles tribute

band. Tickets are $5 for Fitchburg

State students with OneCard ID, and

$7 at the door. Admission for faculty,

staff and the public is $10 in advance

and at the door.

Staff photo by Scott MacDonald

From left, Jamaal Copeland, Martha Favre, and Tonika Feliciano get

togetherfor a good cause.
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Calling

for free

ringtones
By David Rodriguez

Imagine if you could get any ring-

tone for free at a mere touch of a but-

ton...

Well, now you can get "Whatever

You Like," and other Billboard Top 10

ringtones. Mobiles24.com has taken

the ringtone game by storm.

No longer is it about your basic

default ringtones that come with your

mobile device.

"It gives out a little bit of your per-

sonality and lifestyle," says Robert, one

of the three moderators for the ring-

tones forum on Mobiles24.com.

The site, which allows you to down-

load free ringtones along with other

free applications to your mobile phone

, has been around for almost two years

now.

To use and obtain anything on the

site, visitors must create a username

and password. In addition to ringtones,

Mobiles24 has download options

including wallpaper, games, and vid-

eos.

Beyond the no-charge downloading

features, the site offers forums where

visitors can discuss topics in the media

or just ask about ringtones they're

looking for. Moderator Robert says that

FSC File Photo

Ringtones letyou personalize your phone, and Mobiles24.com lets you do itforfree.

when it comes to servicing the mem-
bers, "Moderator Kevin is very good

with that; he usually gets the ringtone

they're looking for up on the site within

a short time."

However, if you prefer not to wait

for Moderator Kevin, the site allows

you to upload your own songs as a 30

second clip, the typical length of a full

ringtone.

Ringtones have gotten so popular

that the Billboard Music Association

has given them their own individual

chart.

New about the site itself has spread

b\ word of mouth.

Student Melissa Gaboury said. "I

called Verizon to ask a question about

using the music on my LG phone as a

ringtone and they said I couldn't, so

obviously I was mad, but as 1 was about

to hang up the customer service rep told

me to try and go on Mobiles24 and get

my ringtones since it works for any and

every phone.

"This was my first time hearing

about it so of course, when I realized it

was authentic and there was no catch, I

spread the word."

Mobiles24.com has gained plenty of

success from being a word of mouth

place to go to get your favorite tones,

all for free the last couple of years.

The site's 1,612.554 members (at

last count) continue to grow, and it

doesn't look like things will be slowing

down anvtime soon.

Players

shoot

for a win
By Kristine Landry

Attention, billiard fans! Some of

Massachusetts' top 9-ball players are

gathering Nov.7-9 for the annual "City

A-Division 9-ball Championship"

tournament. Held at the St. Josephs

Club on 109 Oak Hill Road in Fitch-

burg, it is open to 32 players.

This tournament has seen some
incredible shooters from drastically

different generations. The youngest

player, at age 24, could be playing

against an opponent who has reached

the ripe old age of 89.

In both years he has played in this

tournament, 24-year-old Ricky Sleep-

er of Shirley has placed in the top five.

Sleeper has been playing pool since

he was 2 years old; he says he used to

stand on a cooler so he could shoot at

the balls on the table.

Sleeper has played on the pro cir-

cuit, but without having a pro status,

which makes him eligible to play in

this tournament. "It's a tough field,

but anyone could win it," Sleeper

says. "It just depends on who gets the

rolls on the table when its their time to

shoot, and also who ever brings their

A game."

This tournament is considered an

A-Division event, catering to elite

players. Last year's winners were Jim

Kelly in first place, Darren Belliveau

in second, and Everett Belliveau in

third.

Smartboards: Worth the cost?
By Tony Marciello

It seems like every week, some new
educational technology comes out or

gets updated to provide students with a

better, more efficient educational expe-

rience.

This makes a college's task of keep-

ing up with the best facilities possible

very difficult. One must consider what

each new product has to offer and how-

expensive it will be to equip the school.

Generally speaking, before a college

pays too much for some new technol-

ogy, they want to know that they're

getting a good amount of bang for their

buck.

Enter Smartboards. A fairly recent

development in educational technol-

ogy, these boards allow their user to

put a computer screen up at the front

of the class and control it by hand at

the board.

The Smartboard system has a num-
ber of different applications for any and
all subjects, from on-board music nota-

tion programs that playback for you, to

a simple savable whiteboard function.

Smartboard provides an interactive sys-

tem that makes for very precise learn-

ing, which is key in today's fast-paced

world.

Dr. Robin Dinda, a professor music
at FSC says, "They help to teach my
classes by putting very precise infor-

mation on the board."

But not everyone agrees. "The

Smartboards are appearing in classrooms all across campus.

Smartboards didn't help the class much
more than usual," says student Stepha-

nie Morse.

"They provided more animated dis-

cussion at times, but didn't get the point

across any clearer than a dry erase or

chalk board could. If the teacher didn't

know what they were doing, it detract-

ed from the learning environment."

And what about the cost?

Well, they're not cheap.

Depending on the model and func-

tions, a Smartboard can run up to

$9,000 on the open market.

However, the average Smartboard

ranges between $1,000 and $3,000 per

unit.

These are the sorts of standard mod-
els that Fitchburg State has installed in

many of the classrooms.

With all of these differing opinions

on how well the Smartboard func-

tions, it seems necessary to hear what

the Information Technology Help Desk
have to say.

"Not many people have had com-

plaints about the Smartboards," said

Jacob Workman, of the IT Help Desk.

"There was an issue when they were

FSC File Photo

first installed because the newer com-
puters had the wrong adapter, but we
worked that out and since then, every-

thing has been running fine."

It would seem as though Smart-

boards are worth the money paid for

them, but not in all subjects, and only

when used properly.

Otherwise, they are inconvenient

and can very easily take away from a

classroom setting just as much as they

were meant to add.

"When they work," says Dinda,

"they're a lot of fun."
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Hats-On, to help
By Hannah Yelin

"Our students are always,

always there for these causes."

So speaks Jamie Cochran, the

program coordinator for the

Multicultural Student Services

office at FSC.

What is she speaking about,

you ask?

She's speaking about the

Hats-On Day event that was

held on Oct. 22.

The way Hats-On Day
worked was that there was a

table set up in the G-Lobby,

and at that table, you could pay

$1 for a Hats-On Day sticker,

$2 for custom airbrushed hat,

and $2 for a bag of popcorn.

The proceeds from this

event went to the Founda-

tion for Children with Cancer,

which provides financial assis-

tance for families of children

with cancer.

By providing tangible and

direct financial support, such

as mortgage payments, insur-

ance premiums and utility bills,

the foundation allows families

to focus on their child's treat-

ment and recovery.

The event raised over $750

for the foundation. "G-Lobby

was packed," says Cochran.

She said students especially

seemed to enjoy the airbrushed

hats, which had also been a big

hit at the Rock the Block festi-

val back in September.

Shane Franzen, the associ-

ate director of student devel-

opment at FSC, says that his

favorite part of the day was

seeing "people just mingling

and laughing and joking."

Even though the event was

centered around childhood can-

cer, there was little doom and

gloom in the G-Lobby.

When asked whether she's

planning to hold Hats-On Day

next year, Cochran said that

her "hope is that there's a cure

for pediatric cancer and we will

not be holding this again."

Hats-On Day began in 1995,

when four sixth-graders in

St. Louis, Missouri, decided

to start a fundraiser for their

friend and classmate, Kevin

Baffa, who was battling non-

Hodgkin's lymphoma, a type

of cancer.

Unfortunately, Kevin died

right before the first-ever cel-

ebration of Hats-On Day.

Sudoku answer

Horoscopes
What does the future

hold for you? Maybe what's

below, maybe not.

By Miss Guided

Aries: Your case of writer's

block is fated to strike at the

worst moment this month.

Try to get your paper done
before the day of the class.

Taurus: Procrastination is.

only going to bog you down,
try to get on top ofeverything

you need to do . . . tomorrow.

Gemini: Whatever you
do, don't jump in the

pile of leaves. You never

know what lies beneath.

Cancer: All the bugs that

plaguedyou outside are final-

ly gone! Now they're inside.

Leo: Just because your
neighbor has slightly point-

ed teeth, hates garlic, and

avoids the light doesn't make
them a vampire.... I think.

Virgo: Deadlines are

your worst enemy, defeat

them with a sword or

a pen. Your choice.

Libra: Your vote in the

presidential election may or

may not have made a dif-

ference. Thanks for doing

your civic duty anyway.

Scorpio: You will be
rewarded for reading the

newspaper. Give your-

self a pat on the back.

Sagittarius: After carv-

ing your jack-o-lanterns,

count your fingers and
double check that it really

is a candle at the bottom.

Capricorn: Bundle up,

the weather's getting

cold. Then again, you're

going to get sick anyway.

Aquarius: Make up for the

sleep you lost over wor-
rying about midterms,
naps are your friend.

Pisces: Watch your step

around the streets and side-

walks, or you'll surely trip

over a piece of construction

equipment.
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